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We Pledge …
• To operate this newspaper as a public trust
• To help our community become a better place to live and work, through our  
  dedication to conscientious journalism.
• To provide the information citizens need to make their own intelligent 
  decisions about public issues.
• To report the news with honesty, accuracy, purposeful neutrality, fairness,  
  objectivity, fearlessness and compassion.
• To use our opinion pages to facilitate community debate, not to dominate it  
  with our own opinions.
• To disclose our own confl icts of interest or potential confl icts to our readers.
• To correct our errors and to give each correction the prominence it deserves.
• To provide a right to reply to those we write about.
• To treat people with courtesy, respect and compassion.

Our Purpose…
The Independent is published by Independent Newspapers of Arizona. 
Independent is owned by a unique trust that enables this newspaper to 
pursue a mission of journalistic service to the citizens of the community. 
Since no dividends are paid, the company is able to thrive on profi t margins 
below industry standards. All after-tax surpluses are reinvested in Independent’s 
mission of journalistic service, commitment to the ideals of the First Amendment 
of the U.S. Constitution, and support of the community’s deliberation of 
public issues.

For More Information, See the at Your Service Box 
elsewhere in the paper.
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CORRECTIONS
In an April 1 staff report, it incor-

rectly states Interim Public Safety 
Director Larry Rattcliff ’s stance on 
the recently created public advisory 
commission. 

He said: “The council has 
passed the resolution and I will cer-
tainly work to help make the new 

committee as effective as possible; 
however, I don’t want your mis-
quote of my remarks to suggest to 
anyone that I am, in any way, op-
posed to resident participation with 
the Police Department – which I 
strongly support and encourage.

Sorry for the confusion.

Online Opinions
More discussion can 

be found online at 
Scottsdaleindependent.com
Visit the home page and click on 
“Opinions” to see what others in 
the community are talking about, 
or to join the discussion. These 
are hometown sites dedicated 

to free speech with civility, so no 
personal attacks or profanities, 

please. Excerpts are published in 
the newspaper as space permits.

A sampling of what’s online: 

Opinions page

� Scottsdale surgeon 
talks obesity designated 
as a disease          
� Peterson: Where the 

Scottsdale override dol-
lars will go    
� Southern Scottsdale 

poised for rebirth of eco-
nomic vitality 
� It’s a good time to be 

a part of the Scottsdale 
community     
� The brass tax of 

issues facing the city of 
Scottsdale 
� Phillips: Scottsdale 

small business reform is 
coming in new year
� Scottsdale Schools is 

losing the battle of educa-
tional choice
� Commentary: Jim Hill 

defends Scottsdale Shop 
with a Cop

Scottsdaleindependent.comScottsdaleindependent.com

Sedona court decision strengthens Prop. 207
By Christina Sandefur
Special to the Independent

A property rights case making 
its way through the Yavapai Coun-
ty Superior Court and Arizona 
Court of Appeals over the last few 
years was recently decided and 
the result strengthens the prop-
erty protections passed by voters 
in 2006 known as “The Property 
Right Protection Act” or Proposi-
tion 207.

Proposition 207 requires state 
and local government to compen-
sate property owners when regu-
lations diminish their rights and 
reduce their property values. 

In 2008, the City of Sedona 

passed an ordinance banning 
short-term vacation rentals. In or-
der to avoid compensating prop-
erty owners for diminishing their 
property rights, the city said the 
ban was to protect health and 
safety — an exemption allowed 
under Prop. 207. 

A local vacation rental compa-
ny sued the city, saying the health 
and safety exemption was not 
justifi able. Yavapai County Supe-
rior Court Judge Jeffrey Paupore 
recently agreed, saying there was 
no connection between the ban 
on short-term vacation rentals and 
public health and safety. 

This ruling confi rms that Prop. 
207 requires verifi able evidence 
when government offi cials want 
to use the public safety exemp-
tion; they can’t just use it as a blan-
ket excuse to get around their obli-
gations to respect private property 
rights.

Although short-term rentals 

were already prohibited by the city 
in 1995, the new ordinance was 
much broader, making short-term 
occupancy of residential property 
a crime punishable by up to six 
months in jail and a $2,500 fi ne. 
The new ordinance defi ned “rent” 
so broadly that it would apply to 
purchasing a time-share, contract-
ing for home improvements, even 
hiring a babysitter. Sedona Grand 
sued the city to recover just com-
pensation, claiming that its prop-
erty rights were reduced because 
the new ordinance prohibited it 
from using “option agreements”—

See Sedona — Page 8

Christina Sandefur

GUEST
 Commentary

March for Babies emphasizes prenatal care
By Rebecca Willard
Special to the Independent

The March of Dimes is an or-
ganization near and dear to my 
heart. 

Not only did I give birth to a pre-
mature baby, but I was also a pre-
mature baby myself. My younger 
brothers, Christopher and Charles, 
were also born prematurely -- 
Christopher passed away shortly 
after birth, but Charles survived 
after spending months in the Neo-

natal Intensive Care Unit.
Years later, when I was just 16, 

I gave birth to my fi rst son, Gary 

Michael. He was three months 
early and weighed one pound, 13 
ounces. 

Although doctors fought hard 
to save his life, Gary Michael did 
not survive. My time with him was 
brief, but precious. I later went on 
to have two sons (both prema-
ture) and a daughter. All three are 
healthy young adults. 

According to the March of 
Dimes, prematurity is the leading 
killer of newborns in America. 
Preterm birth can happen to any 
pregnant woman –- that’s why 
education is critical. Had I known 
more about the importance of 
prenatal care during my fi rst preg-
nancy, Gary Michael may have 
survived. 

Now I want to help other wom-
en have healthy pregnancies and 
healthy babies. That’s why I par-
ticipate in the Phoenix March for 
Babies walk every year. 

I fi rst walked in 2007 as part of a 

team put together by my employer 
Cigna, who has been a partner of 
the March of Dimes and a national 
sponsor of March for Babies for 
the past 21 years. 

This year, I’ll be walking with 
my children and my grandchildren 
as part of our family team, “Thun-
der Babies.” And I hope you’ll 
consider joining me, 

March for Babies is Saturday, 
April 11 at the Wesley Bolin Plaza 
in Phoenix. For more information 
or to register, please visit www.
marchforbabies.org. 

Remember - knowledge is 
power. By working together, we 
can help moms and moms-to-be 
take charge of their health and the 
health of their babies.

Editor’s note: Rebecca Willard 
is a medical administrative assis-
tant for Cigna Medical Group Par-
adise Valley Multi-Specialty Cen-
ter. She lives in Paradise Valley.
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